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May 12, 2017  
 

Principal Update 
 

 The survey results are in and were reviewed at the April Advisory Council Meeting.  I have copied a 
portion of the draft minutes for those who are curious: 
o Juli Newman presented the survey results, which will be incorporated into the strategic plan as 

appropriate. The administration is already working on some areas that appeared in the results. 

80% of respondents believe they are fulfilling their volunteer commitment. Henri Cournand 

suggested we track the hours more accurately and provide parents with a monthly statement. 

Those that do not complete their hours state they don’t have time due to work hours. They would 

also like a list of opportunities. 97% feel that the school environment is positive and promotes 

learning. Specific cases of discipline were mentioned and the administration is addressing. The AC, 

through the parent group, will also help educate parents on policies and laws. Parents would like 

to see more gardening, animals on campus, more sports, and more programs involving 

technology. Discussion was had on finding experts in the technology field to enhance our 

programs (strategic planning). 95% feel that discipline is handled correctly. 100% of respondents 

feel their child is prepared for the next grade level. It was noted that we just had an 8th grader 

accepted to Brophy with honors, have had several Valedictorians at Bio-Science, and many more 

honors in our graduating classes. Discussion was had on promoting and educating our parents on 

these results. Students working independently was a concern, with 27% reporting that their 

student is not independent at home. Parents reported that their child was challenged in all core 

subjects. However, Foreign Language, Physical Education, and the Arts are below the school’s 

expectation and will be addressed. Parents would like to see more emphasis in a variety of areas 

(not core subjects). The AC, Education Committee, and administration will review each 

comment/suggestion. Piano, band and vocals also interest parents and will be prioritized. 

Technology suggestions will also be reviewed. It was noted that some of the suggestions are being 

done – maybe just not publicized, such as STEM and coding. 100% of respondents are happy with 

the teaching and administrative staff. However, constructive feedback has been received and is 

being worked on by administration. Capital improvement information was plentiful and will be 

incorporated into the strategic plan and facilities plan. The most important areas include 

gardening and outdoor learning spaces and upgrades to technology. There were many great 

suggestions for moving our school forward and enhancing our program in all areas. The school and 

Advisory Council are very appreciative and will work diligently to create a responsive strategic 

plan.  

 We continue to work on the Senior Elementary Garden Space.  If you missed the Parent Workday 

and still have hours to complete and would like to help, please contact Debra Berkey (at the 

school) to arrange time to help us dig and complete the piping. 

 We are in the process of adding tower gardens to our program.  The first one will arrive shortly 

and we will test it out during SMART CAMP this summer. 
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 We are vetting new Conversational Spanish programs for 1st-8th grade. We are anticipating having 

an skilled Spanish teacher vs. using an online program monitored by the general education 

teacher. 

 We are looking into increasing our Fine Arts program to include instruments, acting, and more 

vocals. Interviews are happening now.  

 Middle School students will have the opportunity to choose electives, such as 

Journalism/Yearbook, Performing Arts, Health and Wellness, Technology. A survey will be going 

out to current 6th and 7th grade students. 

 Elementary Playground – update.  Our wood chips under the elementary playground structure are not 

up to standard.  We are in communication with the manufacturer and distributer and have agreed 

that they will remove and replace said wood chips with the engineered playground wood we ordered 

and paid for.  We hope to have this resolved by the end of the week. If not, we are prepared to pursue 

additional actions to remediate this issue. Thank you for your patience. 

 
Thank you, 
Juli Newman, Principal (Email Juli) 
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